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Easy ways to

Autumn is marked by
colorful foliage and plum-
meting temperatures. Once
those leaves reach peak color,
they fall from the branches
and collect on lawns, neces-
sitating cleanup projects. For
homeowners with big yards,
suchaprojectcanbetiringand
time-consuming. However,
there are ways to make leaf
cleanup easier.

One of the easiest ways to
cleanupleavesistoreachfora
lawn mowerratherthan arake.
The mower will cut leaves
down to smaller sizes, creat-
ing an effective mulch that
can add nutrients back into
the lawn. Davey, a lawn and
landscape solutions service,
says that mowed leaves also
can be collected in a mower
bag and added to garden beds
or compost piles.

For those who prefer
manual raking, select a rake
with tines that will not skewer
the leaves in the process. Big
rakes also can make faster
work of gathering leaves into
piles.

The home improvement
resource The Family Handy-
man advocates for the use
of a lawn sweeper. This is
a manual device that has a
rotating sweeping brush that

Gardening enthusiasts
recognize fall is not a time
to rest on their laurels. In
fact, fall is a great season to
spend time in the yard. The
Center for Agriculture, Food
and the Environment at the
University of Massachusetts
Ambherst indicates fall is the
ideal time to improve the soil

Home Improvement Guide

clean up leaves

i

Contributed photo
With the pallet of fall colors leaves provide, eventually those leaves fall to the ground
and the task of raking those leaves begins. One of the easiest ways to mulch leaves is with
the lawn mower. Still, others will grab a rake and get out and enjoy the fall weather while
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raking up the leaves, which are often used for compost in gardens.

gathers up lawn debris and
leaves into an attached hop-
per bag. Like mowed leaves,
the bag can be emptied into
a compost pile or distributed
where needed.

Raking leaves onto a
large tarp is another option.
Once it’s full, the tarp can be
taken to the curb where many

Did you

for next season. Amending
the soil in the fall allows it to
react accordingly over time
and reap the benefits in spring.
UMass suggests getting an
accurate soil test to see what
is needed in the garden.
Samples should be taken
from various areas. Avoid
doing so when the soil is very
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towns will collect the leaves
seasonally. Otherwise, the
tarp can be used as a funnel
to putleaves into a gardening
bag or another appropriate
receptacle.
Leafblowersremaina fast
option for cleaning up yards,
but they require electricity or
gas and can be noisy. Still,

know?

wet. At-home kits can test for
nitrogen, potassium and phos-
phorous and determine the
soil’s pH. Gardeners should
till the soil and add compost or
manure, which will counteract
many nutritional deficiencies.
Worm castings also are good
to add, particularly for sum-
mer vegetable gardens. Worm
castings are high in minerals
and effective atholding water

they are a popular choice for
large landscapes or when
quick work needs to be made
of leaf clean-up.

Leaveswill fall inautumn,
butluckily homeowners have
various methods at their dis-
posal to tame the mess.

- so much so that they even
can be used alone in place of
potting soil.

Crushed egg shells, coffee
grounds and banana peels also
canbe addedinthefall, evenif
they are not part of a compost
pile. The nutrients will break
down throughout the fall and
winter and be available justin
time for summer plantings.

Fall yard to-dos:
remove leaves

Mulching your leaves — rather than raking and bagging —
is good for your lawn and the environment. As shredded
leaves decompose, they feed your lawn naturally.
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Jaw-dropping features can
sell a home in a heartbeat. A
penthouse apartment with
floor-to-ceiling windows and
a panoramic view of a city
skyline likely won’t prove a
hard sell, nor will ahome with
an infinity pool overlooking
a landscape of rolling hills.
As awe-inspiring as such
features can be, some more
subtle components, such as
authentic hardwood floors,
also can do much to make

a home more appealing to
prospective buyers.
Hardwood flooring is a
sought-after commodity. Data
from the National Association
of Realtors indicates that
54 percent of home buyers
are willing to pay more for
hardwood floors. In fact,
NAR figures indicate that 28
percent of buyers between
the ages of 35 and 54 con-
sider hardwood floors “very
important” when looking for

Home Improvement Guide

Wood floor installation dos and don’ts

a home. Homeowners who
are considering selling their
homes or those who simply
want to upgrade their existing
flooring, may wantto consider
installing hardwood flooring.
Though it’s a project best left
to professionals, hardwood
flooring can be installed
by skilled DIYers. In such
instances, homeowners may
want to keep these dos and
don’ts in mind.

Do hire a professional if

FARM WIRING GRANTS
AVAILABLE - GET UPTO
$20,000 TO HELP UPDATE

YOUR DAIRY FARM'S
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM
AND UP TO $10,000
TO HELP WITH YOUR

NON-DAIRY FARM.

Call the Business Solutions Center
for details 800-481-4700.

@ Xcel Energy®

2022 Xcel Energy Inc

you have limited or no DIY
flooring experience. Hard-
wood flooring installation
is not generally a project for
novice DIYers. Hardwood
flooring projects may pres-
entsome common challeng-
es, but no two homes are the
same. So, unless they have
prior experience installing
floors in multiple rooms
or homes, homeowners
may save themselves time,
trouble and a significant
amount of money hiring a
professional to do the job.

Don’t ignore the sub-
floor. New hardwoods won’t
erase the problem of sub-
floors in poor condition.
According to the home reno-
vation experts at BobVila.
com, squeaky floors could
be an indication that the
subfloor has begun to warp
or twist. Sinking floors are
another indicator of deterio-
rating subfloors. Subfloors
should be somewhat level
before new hardwoods are
installed, so DIYers should
inspect and address subfloor
issues before installing new
flooring.

Do expose wood flooring
tothe elements in yourhome
prior to installation. The
home improvementresource
BuildDirect recommends
acclimating hardwoods to
the space where they will
be installed. Skipping this
important step could result
in gaps during the winterand
cupping over the summer. To
acclimate hardwoods, open
the boxes and spread them
out for about a week while
running the air conditioner
or heater at normal levels.
When storing hardwoods
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when looking for a home.

Hardwood flooring is a sought-after commodity. Data in-
dicates that 54 percent of home buyers are willing to pay
more for hardwood floors and are consider very important

Contributed photo

prior to installation, avoid
keeping them in potentially
moist areas like a basement.

Don’t skimp on tools.
A DIY hardwood flooring
installation might be less
expensive than hiring a pro-
fessional, but homeowners
should resist any temptation
to increase those savings fur-
ther by purchasing less costly
tools or fewer tools than is
necessary to complete the job.

BuildDirectnotes that DI-
Yers will need at least a miter
saw, table saw, cleat-nailer or
stapler, finish nailer, compres-

sor, jamb saw, chalk line, nail
set and tape measurer when
installing hardwood floors.
Purchase all necessary tools
and read product reviews to
ensure each tool is up to the
task.

Wood floors can be awe-
inspiring. Some homeowners
can install such flooring on
their own, and the project can
be much easier if they learn
as much about installation as
possible prior to beginning
the project.
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Five tips to prepare for window replacement

Winter is coming, and for
millions of people who reside
inareas ofthe country thatsee
the mercury drop consider-
ably between December and
March, that means prioritiz-
ing staying warm. Inefficient
or aging housing materials
may compromise your ability
to do just that.

Drafts from doors, poorly

protected attics and base-
ments and aging windows
may force heating systems to
work extra hard to maintain
interior temperatures.
Replacing old windows
can make a home quieter by
blocking out exterior noises.
Consumer Reports also note
that new windows are often
easier to clean and maintain

than older varieties.

Many homeowners are
interested in replacing their
windows, but may not know
where to start. These guide-
lines can help the process
along.

Getseveral estimates. Ask
for recommendations from
neighbors or other people in
your area on which compa-

Must-have features in your
bathroom remodel

Veteran homeowners
recognize the value of remod-
eling their kitchens and bath-
rooms. Kitchens and baths
tend to appear dated more
quickly than other spaces,
such as living rooms and
bedrooms, which can always
be revamped with some fresh
paint and new furnishings.

The home improvement
pricing resource, Home
Guide, indicates an average
bathroom remodel costs
anywhere from $5,500 to
$15,000 depending on the
size and scope of the renova-
tion. However, a bath redo
can increase a home’s resale
value and can return as much
as 68 percentofhomeowners’
investments.

As homeowners plan
their bathroom renovations,
it’s a good time to consider
improvements that will im-
prove function and add design
appeal for years to come.

Floating vanity: Add an
airy feeling to the room by
creating space between the
vanity and the floor. A floating

vanity can be a counter with
a vessel sink or even have
cabinets, as long as the vanity
doesn’t extend to the floor.

Freestanding traditional
sink ortub: There’s something
elegant about a freestanding
tub or pedestal sink. Such
features can lend a classic
vibe to a space. However,
freestanding fixtures also
come in modern or eclectic
forms, so there are options
for any design style.

Frameless showers:
Switch to a walk-in shower
option, which improves aes-
thetics and makes it easier to
“ageinplace” inahome. Pair
that frameless shower with
clear glass shower doors so
sightline in the space remains
unencumbered.

Natural textures: Create
a calm and serene sanctuary
in the bathroom with light,
natural hues and materials.
Nature-inspired colors on
tiles, walls and vanities can
add to the spa vibe.

Dual sinks and vanities:
With a double vanity, two
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people can share the space
and easily use the bathroom
without getting in each other’s
way. One vanity with two
sinks works, buthomeowners
can create even more personal
space by dividing vanities and
mirrors.

Small textured tile on
shower floors: Small textures
are appealing and add safety.
The added texture and grout-
ing will keep feet from slip-
ping on wet floors. Also, opt
for mold-resistant grout to
make cleanup even easier.

Special shower heads: In-
vest in shower heads that can
run the gamut from creating
steam showers to rainfall ef-
fects. Some showers will have
multiple shower jets to offer
an invigorating experience.

Improve drainage: In-
crease the diameter of the
drain pipe in the bathroom
from the standard to a two-
inch drain pipe. This will
reduce the risk of clogs and
overflow leaks.

Install a window: Natural
light and air flow can reduce
the risk for mold and mildew
growth, and windows add
some aesthetic appeal to a
space. Just be sure to choose
frosted privacy glass.

Additional considerations
for a bath remodel include
heated floors, well-placed
and attractive storage options
and a toilet enclosure (water
closet) for added privacy.
These and other bathroom
renovationideas canadd value
and improve the appeal of the
room.

nies they used to install their
replacement windows. When
you interview the prospects,
ask several questions about
how they go about installing
the windows. Questions can
include:

How long will the project
take?

WillIneed toremain home
during the process?

Do you discard of old
debris?

What is the protocol for
installation during inclement
weather?

Research permits. Most
home renovation projects
need to be approved by the
local municipality. Go to the
permit office and find out the
requirements. Some window
contractors will include secur-
ing permits in the cost of the
project. After the project is
completed, an inspector will
come by and ensure the work
was done according to code.

Changeup the appearance.
Look at the type of hardware
you have around the home
and other fixtures. Choose
windows that have locks or
latches that can match those
features for continuity of style.
Think about choosing a differ-
ent style or frame color of the
window or a different type of
window to improve efficiency
and function.

Research top window
manufacturers. It’s tempting
to purchase windows based
on price alone, but replace-
ment windows are often a
decision that only has to be
made once or twice for the life
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How to choose the right lighting
inside your home

Lighting in a home serves
both practical and aesthetic
purposes. It’s easy to maneu-
ver around a well-lit home,
reducing the risk of slips and
falls, and the right lighting
can help homeowners create
their desired ambiance, which
typically changes depending
on which room you’re in.

When choosing lighting
for their homes, homeowners
must walk a fine line between
appearance and functionality.
A fixture in the foyer that
instantly impresses visitors
likely won’t prove as awe-
inspiring if it’s installed in the
living room. When choosing
lighting for a home, some
general rules about what
works in each room can help
homeowners make the most
informed decision.

Kitchen - Kitchens are
often the busiest room in a
home, so lighting here can
be especially important. A
kitchen often benefits, both
practically and aesthetically,
from different types of light-
ing. For example, pendant
lighting above kitchen islands
can make meal preparation
easier and safer, but such
lighting likely won’t work in
breakfast nooks and informal
dining areas in the kitchen.
Recessed lighting works best
insuchareas. Inkitchens with
noisland, under-cabinet light-
ing can be used to illuminate
countertops and simplify meal
preparation.

Formal dining room -
Many people enjoy the look
ofchandeliers in formal dining
rooms, and such fixtures can
be installed directly above
the dinner table. The inte-
rior design experts at Better
Homes & Gardens advise
hanging chandeliers roughly
33 inches above the table in

We're at your service

+ Cutting Keys and Programming FOBS - Lock Re-keying »+ Window and Screen Repair
* Bicycles - Sales & Service * Propane Reéfills - Including RV Tanks
+ Scissor, Knife and Mower Blade Sharpening * Pipe Cutting and Threading

133 County Road A, Black River Falls, WI 54615
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CLOSED SUNDAY for our employees to spend with their families

dining rooms with eight-foot
ceilings, adding three inches
for each additional foot above
eight feet. Darkened dining ar-
easmay beideal inrestaurants,
but homeowners may want to
split the difference at home
and choose dimmable chan-
deliers for their dining rooms.
This allows homeowners to
dim the lights for romantic
dinners but turn them up for
family gatherings with lots of
people around the table.

Living room - Adapt-
ability also is important in
the living room, where home-
owners may host anything
from movie nights to book
clubs to parties for the big
game. It can be a tall order
to accommodate such a wide
range of activities, and many
homeowners come down to
deciding between recessed
lighting and track lighting.
If the living room currently
has neither style, homeown-
ers should recognize that it
will cost considerably less to
install track lighting than re-
cessed lighting. Better Homes
& Gardens notes that flexible
track lighting provides ambi-
ent, task or accent lighting,
and track lights can even be
moved to change lighting
schemes at any time, making
them a budget-friendly option
for homeowners whose liv-
ing rooms are multi-purpose
spaces. Recessed lighting also
works well in living rooms,
especially ones with low ceil-
ings. That’s because recessed
lighting is installed into the
ceiling, meaning it does not
take up any visual space in
the room. That can help living
rooms feel bigger.

Bedroom - The home im-
provement experts at BobVila.
com note that bedroom light-
ing should provide enough

ScholzeA‘CE

light when getting dressed

but also be able to be toned

down as residents prepare for

their bedtime routines. Both
portableand installed lighting

can be used in bedrooms to
serve these various functions.

Recessed fixtures thatdim can

ensure there’s ample light to
get dressed in the morning,

but they also can be dimmed

at night as residents try to
get ready to sleep. Portable

nightstand lights can make it
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easier for couples sharing a
bedroom, allowing one person
to stay up and read while the
other goes to sleep.

Homeowners have many
options and many needs when
choosing lighting for their
homes. A professional con-
sultation with alighting expert
or interior decorator can help
homeowners find lights that
provide both practical and
aesthetic appeal.

The different ways to
repair a driveway

Asphalt driveways do

not last forever. Over time,
weatherand general usage can

degrade the driveway surface,

resulting in cracks, pitting and
more. Ultraviolet rays, salt

and automotive fluids also
can affect the appearance and
functionality of a driveway.

An unsightly driveway can

adversely affect curb appeal
and resale potential.
Homeowners haveto con-
sider various factors when it
comestorepairing driveways.
They may have the option of
getting the driveway resur-
faced, resealed or repaved,
and each project is unique.
Resurfacing
According to thehome im-

provement price comparison

site Kompare It, resurfacing is
simpler and faster than install-

ing a new asphalt driveway.
With resurfacing, any cracks
are filled in to create an even
base. Then, a new layer of
asphalt is applied over the
existing one. That new layer
can range in thickness from

1.5to3 inches. Aheavyrolling

machine will then smooth and
flatten the layers together. If
the driveway has minor pitting
or cracking, then resurfacing
can be a cost-effective strat-
egy, as it may be a $3,000
to $6,000 job as opposed to

$5,000to $10,000 with repav-

ing.

CENTURY 2

Gold Key Realty, Inc.

“Each office is independen

$229,000 MLS# 22203142
74.4 Acres w/Private Pond
& Large Shed

11102 St Hwy 73, Pittsville

Resealing

Resealingadriveway, also
called sealcoating, is another
repair strategy. HGTV saysre-
sealing can be a do-it-yourself
project. Resealing helps the
driveway last longer.

The driveway needs to be
clean and dry, with holes and
cracks filled prior to sealcoat-
ing. Start at the far edge of the
driveway and seal that area
by “cutting-in” by hand for a
neat edge. Afterward the rest
of the driveway can be sealed
using a squeegee or broom.
This project can be completed
within two or three days if no
precipitation is forecast.

Repaving

A project best left to
professionals, repaving typi-
cally involves the removal of
an existing driveway and the
installation of a new one. The
sub-grade layer is essential in
the process for asmooth look.
Contractors also will assess
soil and grading when doing
work. The construction blog
Main Infrastructure says the
new asphaltdriveway canvary
in thickness between two and
six inches, depending on bud-
get and need. The contractor
also can advise if full-depth
asphalt application or an ag-
gregate base is practical.

Assessing the condition of
driveway can give homeown-
ers a better idea about which
type of repair project best suits
their property.

700 E Division Street, Neillsville
www.c21goldkey.com

757434421

tly owned and operated”

BEN ZAWISLAN

715-323-9837
ben@c21goldkey.com
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Many seniors want to
spend as long as possible
residing in the comforts of
their own homes. Accord-
ing to AARP’s 2021 “Home
and Community Preferences
Survey,” more than three-
quarters of U.S. adults age
50 and older prefer living at
home. But getting older often
comes with certain deficits
that may not make current
living situations the safest for
seniors.

Retirement Living reports
that an older person is treated
in an emergency room for
a fall-related injury nearly
once every 10 seconds. Falls
cause millions of injuries and
32,000 deaths a year, accord-
ing to the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Preven-
tion. Seniors may be affected
by low vision, mobility limi-
tations, cognitive decline, bal-
anceissues and loss of muscle
strength. Certain adaptations
may be necessary if seniors
want to stay in their homes,
particularly in older homes
that have not recently been
renovated.

Change knobs to levers

This is an easy modifica-
tion. Levers are much easier
for individuals with arthritis
or persons who lack dexter-
ity in their hands. Everything
from doorknobs to faucet
knobs can be replaced with
levers.

Create zero-threshold
entryways

Zero-threshold entry-
ways, also known as flush
entries, do not require cross-
ing a lip or any raised barrier.
They canappear on doorways
and showers and make it easy
for people who have mobil-
ity issues, as well as those
using scooters, walkers and
wheelchairs, to move about
unencumbered.

Clear clutter/move
obstructions

One inexpensive modifi-
cation is toremove extraneous
furniture and accessories.
Such a change widens walk-
ing spaces in a room and
accommodates walkers and
wheelchairs. In addition,
furniture can be pushed to
the room’s perimeter to make
moving around easier. It’s
alsoimportant toremove area

Constructiomiic

Home Remodeling & Repair
Siding * Windows * Garage/Sheds
= Deckse® Bathroom Remodeling & More

Travis Sonsalla, Owner ¢ 715-533-0027
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Safety upgrades for seniors’ homes

rugs, as they’re often tripping
hazards.
Install grab rails and sup-
ports
Minimizing falls could
come down to providing
support in key rooms of a
home. Adding grab rails in
the bathroom near the toilet
and in the shower can help
a person use those facilities
without assistance. Install a
grab rail close to seating in
the kitchen to add support.
Consider smart lighting
Motion-activated or
darkness-activated lighting
switches and fixtures can
automatically turn on lights,
thereby improving visibility.

Also, rocker light switches
are easier to maneuver than
standard toggles.

Invest in a stairlift

Single-story homes are
preferable for growing older
gracefully, but many seniors
live in multi-story homes. A
stairlift makes a multi-floor
home more accessible, ac-
cording to Elder, an eldercare
service provider. Stairlifts
make it easier to traverse
staircases and reduce the risk
for falls.

These suggestions are
just a few of the many home
modifications that can help
seniors safely age in place.
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Create a dream yard for your dog

According to the ASPCA,
23 million households in
America welcomed a new
pet into their pack during the
pandemic. People have been
using their backyards more
in recent years for everything
fromworking and entertaining
to vacationing and working
out. But for dogs, this back-
yard business is old hat.

“No one loves the family
yard as much as the fam-
ily dog,” notes Kris Kiser,
president of the TurfMutt
Foundation, an organization
that advocates for the care for
and use of green spaces, as
well as pet rescue. Kiser and
his dog Mulligan have advice
for creating a dream yard for
your pets and the whole family
this summer:

Plant real grass. Plastic
grass is uncomfortable on
paws (and bare feet), gets
very hot during the summer, is
difficult to clean and is worse
for the environment, since it
requires water for cleaning
and usually can’t be recycled.
Thebottom line isreal grassis
the best option for pets, people
and the environment.

Select the right plants and
grasses. Choose a type of turf
grass that will withstand the

“ruff” housing of your pet.
Buffalo and Bermuda grasses
canbea good choice, depend-
ing on the climate zone. For
other plants and shrubs, check
the ASPCA’s list of toxic and
non-toxic garden plants for
advice before planting. You’ll
want soft, sturdy foliage near
walkways. Save delicate,
decorative flowers for el-
evated flowerbeds and patio
pots. Protip: place plants close
together in areas you want to
designate as off-limits to your
dog to create boundaries.

Consider pollinators and
other wildlife. Nature starts
in your backyard, which
provides habitat and food for
birds, butterflies, bees and
more. Each of these species
help pollinate food crops and
flowering plants, so take them
into consideration, too, when
you’re selecting plants for
your backyard.

Plan for fun. Add a splash
pool, build a sandbox for dig-
ging or even create a canine
obstacle course to provide
hours of fun. After a day of
play, your dog will need a
place to relax so think of
where you can plant trees or
bushes that provide shade for
snoozing.
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Bathrooms can serve
as sanctuaries, providing a
warm tub to soak in after a
long, weary day or a private
place to retire for a few min-
utes of peace and quiet. Bath-
rooms also can be dangerous
places, as various groups
warn that most slip and fall
accidents that occur at home
will happen in the bathroom.

The combination of hard
surfaces and moisture from
sinks and showers can cre-
ate dangerous conditions.
Furthermore, bathrooms tend
to be small spaces, so should
a fall occur, it’s more likely
a person will hit various sur-
faces on the way down.

The risk of falling in a
bathroom increases with age.
According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Preven-
tion, seniors overage 65 have
a 25-percent chance of fall-

ing in the bathroom. Seniors
generally have less flexibility
and balance than younger
people, meaning falls can be
life-threatening. Bones easily
can become fractured and
internal bleeding may occur
in serious cases. Bathrooms
can be made more safe in a
few simple ways.

Keep the bathtub clean.
Soap residue or other grime
can contribute to slippery
conditions in the shower and
tub. Cleaning these surfaces
frequently can improve trac-
tion.

Declutter the space. Re-
move extraneous items from
the bathroom that can pose as
tripping hazards.

Choose theright bath mat.
Bath mats can contribute
to slips and falls. For those
who cannot live without
them, choose a mat with slip-

Home Improvement Guide

How to prevent slips and falls in the bathroom

resistant backings and add
double-faced tape for added
security.

Limit moisture. Use a
weighted shower curtain or
install shower doors to pre-
vent water from getting on
the floor. Mop up any water
or additional condensation to
help dry the bathroom. Install
an exhaust fan to help vent
moisture that can condense
and accumulate on the floor
and fixtures.

Improve bathroom light-
ing. Make sure lighting in
the bathroom illuminates all
areas.

Wear non-slip shoes.
Wearing non-slip shoes when
in the bathroom can reduce
the chances of slipping on wet
floors.

Install a walk-in shower or
bathtub. These lipless fixtures
can assist those who have dif-

While bathrooms can provide a relaxing end to the day, they can also be where slips and
falls can result in injuries.There are tips on how to make bathrooms a safer place to be.

Contributed photo

ficulty entering a standard tub
or shower. Grab bars also can
help with maneuvering inand
out of the shower area.

Use a raised toilet seat.
A raised toilet, or one with

a special seat that reduces
the distance one has to go to
reach a seated position, may
help prevent falls.

Any individual with a
health condition that causes
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vision disturbances or dif-
ficulties with balance should
work with a doctor to find a
resolution. These conditions
may contribute to falls.

How to cut costs on
home renovations

Do you still have an avocado
green kitchen? Is your living
room dank and dark? Perhaps
there is only one bathroom for
a family of six? Answering
yes to any of these questions
could serve as the catalyst for
a home renovation project.

Home improvement proj-
ects come in all shapes and
sizes - some with huge bud-
gets and others that are more
cost-conscious. Regardless
of what homeowners hope
to achieve with their renova-
tions, a common goal across
any price point is a desire to
save as much money as pos-
sible. Home renovations can
be expensive, but there are
ways to cut costs.

Assess the merit of the
project. Remodeling maga-
zine annually publishes a
“Cost vs. Value Report” that
lists the average cost and
return on investment (ROI)
homeowners can expect of
various types of projects. If
you’re planning to sell your
home soon, it may be best to
focus on repairs and renova-
tions that will generate the
most substantial ROI.

Hire a contractor. Even
avid do-it-yourselfers can
sometimes benefit from a
contractor’s expertise, par-

ticularly for complex tasks.
Don’t waste money by trying
tough jobs yourself; rely on
an experienced contractor
who can get supplies for less
money and will do the job
right the first time. Compare
bids from several different
contractors and figure out the
best value.

Refurbish existing fea-
tures. Rather than a complete
gut and rebuild, figure out
where you can revitalize ex-
isting fixtures and more. For
example, refinishing existing
cabinets can save you up to
50 percent compared with the
costofnew cabinetry, accord-
ing to Angi (formerly Angie’s
List), a cost comparison and
business review resource.

Choose midgrade materi-
als. Certain materials may be
all the rage, but they come
with a higher price tag. Angi
reports that granite counters
could be $60 to $100 per
square foot. However, a com-
posite or laminate that looks
like granite and wears well
may be $10 to 40 per square
foot. Figure out where you can
choose middle-of-the-road
materials for maximum value.

Avoid peak seasons.
You’ll pay more to install a
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See what your water can be!

WATE

deck or a pool right before the
outdoor entertaining season.
There also may be a premium
to get work done right before
a major holiday. Therefore,
consult the calendar to find
an off time for a renovation
and book it then to save.

Do some prep work. You
mightbe able to save by doing
some of the demolition and
preparatory work yourself.
For example, you can tear
up old carpeting before the
installation of new tile floors.
Perhaps you can mend and
patch up walls before a paint
job.

Buy a display item. For-
mer showroom kitchens and
baths often are sourced at a
fraction of theirrecommended
retail prices. Retailers often
update their displays and you
may score existing showroom
items at a discount.

Renovations can be ex-
pensive, but there are many
different ways to cut costs.
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House power-washing tips for sprucing up the outside of your home

Power-washing, also
known as pressure-washing,
utilizes a high-velocity water
spray to remove dirt and resi-
due from the exterior surfaces
of a home. It is frequently
used on vinyl siding, concrete
and sometimes wood decks to
treat mildew and other growth
that accumulates over time.

Power-washing can be a
great way to remove grime
without having to scrub
by hand. But it requires a
delicate touch to get it right.
Sometimes it is best to leave

the job to professionals. But
homeowners willing to give
itago cantry power-washing
themselves, as various stores
rent power washers.

The home improvement
website ImproveNet says
that, until very recently, pres-
sure washers were almost
exclusively commercial ma-
chines sold to professionals
orrented to do-it-yourselfers.
Lately manufacturers have
targeted homeowners look-
ing to buy with lightweight
options. For those who see

What to do with a

The number of profes-
sionals working remotely
skyrocketed in 2020, when
businesses were forced to
close their offices in an effort
to slow the spread of the CO-
VID-19 virus. As the world
transitions from the pandemic
phase to an endemic phase,
many office workers also are
transitioning back to their of-
fices.

A recent survey from the
Pew Research Center found
that 59 percent of workers
in the United States are now
working from home all or
most of the time, while 22
percent are rarely or never
working from home. In2020,
70 percent of workers were
working from home all or
most of the time, while
17 percent rarely or never
worked from home. Those
figures reflect that work life,
albeit gradually, is returning
to pre-pandemic norms.

As individuals find them-
selves going back to the office
with increased frequency,
they mightbe wondering what
to do with their home offices.
If space inside a home is at a
premium, then repurposing a
home office into a space that
canbeused more frequently is
agreatway to make betteruse
ofthe existing square footage.
The following are some ways
homeowners can transform
home offices created during
the pandemic into more useful
spaces.

Go back in time. Perhaps
the easiest thing to do with a
home office that is no longer
needed is to return the room
to its pre-pandemic state.
Because the shift to remote
work was so sudden, many
homeowners were forced to
turn washrooms, breakfast
nooks or areas of their base-
ments into home offices. Re-
turning those spaces to their

%ed@e Sower Yools

Joe Stutzman, N32979 Larkin Valley Rd., Blair - 608-989-2221
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power-washing as a routine
venture, purchasing a unit
may be worth the investment.

It is important to exercise
caution when operating a
power-washing machine.
The high-velocity spray can
tear through skin. It is key to
get a feel for the washer, and
try less pressure first to get a
handle on the magnitude of
the tool.

Don safety gear prior
to using a pressure washer.
Gloves, eye protection and
ear protection can be handy.

Most units will connect to a
standard garden hose. Choose
old clothing and expect to get
wet. Never point a power-
washer hose at anyone and
do not attempt to rinse feet
or hands in the spray.

The renovation resource
The Family Handyman sug-
gests starting with a wide-
degree nozzle to test out
the spray on the surface
that needs to be cleaned. A
15- or 25-degree nozzle is
usually the wand for general
cleaning and paint stripping

without damaging the surface
of the home. Experiment
with an optimal distance
of the washer wand to get
the desired cleaning effects
without causing any damage.
Work using a horizontal and
slightly downward angle to
avoid driving water up under
the siding of a home.

Avoid spraying any electric
wires or components on the
home. Also, try not to spray
upward, and angle the spray
away from doors, windows
and vents.

Some washers have reser-
voirs thatwill hold a detergent
solution. Choose the right
detergent for the job. Keep
in mind that cleansers con-
taining bleach can damage
surrounding plants, so they
may need to be covered while
the washing takes place.

Avoid the use of ladders
when operating a power-
washer. The push-back from
the wand can cause falls.
Instead, opt for an extension
wand to address the upper
reaches of a home.

home office after going back to work

initial functions can make a
home feel less cluttered and
add more room for residents
to relax and get around.
Create a new entertain-
mentarea. Many homeowners
converted a spare bedroom
into a home office during the
pandemic. In such instances,
guest beds and other furni-
ture might have been moved
into storage or even sold or
discarded. Either way, that
means the office was cleared
of bedroom furniture. Now
that the room no longer needs
to be an office and now that
homeowners have made due
without the extrabedroom, the
room can be converted into an
entertainment area. Swap out
the desk for a foldout couch
that can still accommodate
overnight guests when neces-
sary. Then mount a flatscreen
television on the wall and
utilize the room as a gaming
room for kids or a film room/
man cave for mom or dad.
Create an in-law suite.
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The pandemic separated
families, as people living in
different households were
advised to avoid gatherings
to stop the spread of the virus.
Individuals withaging parents
may have felt particularly
heartbroken by this forced
separation, especially if their
elderly parents were living
in nursing homes that were
stretched thin by staff short-
ages and other challenges. In
the aftermath of the pandemic
phase, families may want to
invite aging relatives to live
with them. Home offices can
be repurposed into in-law
suites so aging parents don’t
have to confront the isolation
and loneliness many felt dur-
ingthe height ofthe pandemic.

As professionals return
to their offices with greater
frequency, they can trans-
form their offices into spaces
they’re likely to use more
often.
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footage of the home.

Now that people aren’t working remotely as often as they
have in the past couple of years, they are left to decide
what to do with their home office space. Many are repur-
posing the space into an area that will increase the square
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(StatePoint) One of the
most important consider-
ations for any major home
project is its return on invest-
ment. That’s why experts
pointtometal asasolid choice
for roofing.

“If you’re looking for
that elusive combination of

beauty, longevity and energy
efficiency, metal roofing is a
smart choice,” says James
Alpeter, ProViametal roofing
marketing manager. “It offers
superior performance and
enhanced curb appeal, plus
excellent resale value down
the road.”

MAINTAINING

YOUR CUB CADET EQUIPMENT
HAS NEVER BEEN EASIER!

WE HAVE EXTENSIVE KNOWLEDGE
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Three great reasons to consider a metal roof

As Alpeter points out, a
roof plays an important role
in safeguarding a home, pro-
tecting it from the elements
and providing a barrier to
temperature extremes. With
a roof covering at least 60%
of ahome’s exterior, consider
these advantages that metal
has over other roofing materi-
als:

Longevity: Roofing takes
a beating from all kinds of
weather - rainstorms, high
winds, hail, harsh UV rays
and heavy snow. Materials
like asphaltand wood shingles
are susceptible to mold and
deterioration, and clay or
slate tiles can chip and break.
Metal roofing is durable,
long-lasting, and withstands
extreme conditions better than
other roofing options. Metal
roofs typically last 40 years
or more, and their warranties
are stronger as well.

Curb appeal: Innovations
in the metal roofing industry
have resulted in beautiful
panels and shingles that look
identical to traditional materi-
als, but without the associated
damage concerns and mainte-
nance issues that can quickly
compromise curb appeal. For
example, ProVia stamped

panel metal roofing features
an embossed surface that
mimics the look and texture
of cedar shake and quarried
slate, and the horizontal pan-
els resemble shingles rather
than the industrial-looking
standing seam metal roofs.
At the same time, this roof-
ing choice features built-in

fade and chalk resistance, a
premium architectural coat-
ing offering dirt, mildew and
stain protection, and virtually
no material degradation.
Environmental steward-
ship: Metal roofing can offer
significant energy savings
when compared to asphalt
shingles, helping to reduce
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the carbon footprintand lower
utility bills. Homeowners can
take environmental steward-
shipastep further by choosing
long-lasting, recycled and
recyclable products, as well
as products thatare American
made, whichrequire less ship-

ping.

Contributed photo
Metal roofing has shown a significant return on investment for homeowners. Metal
roofs also add curb appeal to a home and withstands the elements Mother Nature delivers
throughout the year.

Signs your gutters are in need of repair

Fall is a great time to
tackle projects around the
house. The weather each fall
allows homeowners to make
improvements to their homes’
exteriors without worrying
about extreme heat or cold,
while interior projects like
painting are made easier be-
cause homeowners can open
the windows to allow for
proper ventilation.

Fall also marks a great
time to prepare for upcoming
projects that can make winter
work that much easier. For
example, fall is a great time
to take stock of your gutters
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soyou can address any issues
before leaves begin to fall or
the first snowstorm touches
down. Compromised gutters
can contribute to water issues
in basements and adversely
affect a home’s foundation
ifnotaddressed immediately,
soitbehooves homeowners to
learn the signs that gutters are
in need of repair or replace-
ment.

Gutters hanging off the
home: Gutters were once
installed predominantly with
spikes. However, many in-
dustry professionals now
install gutters with hanger
brackets. Why the change?
Spikes loosen over time,
leading to the gutters hang-
ing off the home. That can
contribute to serious issues if
left untreated. Gutters hang-
ing off the home need not
necessarily be replaced, but
rather secured to the home,
ideally with hanger brackets
instead of spikes. Brackets

hook into the front of the
gutter and are then screwed
into the fascia of a home. A
professional who specializes
in gutter repair can perform
this task relatively quickly,
and it’s an inexpensive yet
highly effective solution.
Gutter separation: Gutters
that are no longer fastened
together can leak and con-
tribute to issues that affect
thehome’s foundation, siding
and appearance. Clogs and
the accumulation of debris
can cause gutters to separate
because they are notdesigned
to hold too much weight.
Replacement of separated
gutters may or may not be
necessary depending on
how big the problem is and
the condition of the existing
gutters. If replacement is not
necessary, separated gutters
may be remedied by securing
the joints, another relatively
simple and inexpensive fix.
Peeling exterior paint:

Paint that appears to be peel-
ing off of your home may
indicate that water is seeping
over the edge of the gutter
closest to your home. When
thathappens, water is coming
down the side of the house,
causing the paint to peel. In
such instances, replacing the
gutters is often necessary.

Basement flooding: Not
all signs of deteriorating
gutters are outside a home.
Many a homeowner has been
flummoxed by flooding in
their basements, and such
flooding can be caused by ag-
ing, ineffective gutters. That’s
because deteriorating gutters
sometimes allow water to
leak near the foundation of a
home, contributing to base-
ment flooding.

Fall is an ideal time to
inspect gutters and have any
issues fixed before leaves
begin to fall or harsh winter
weather arrives.

The Ultimate Wood Heat.

Set the thermostat where you want for a more comfortable home.

26 axcredit*

on qualified models &
installation

Classic Edge 360, 560 and 760 HDX

are U.S. EPA Certified

\_‘“‘EPA cord wood Hydronic Heater list 1-6-2021

« Highest Efficiency Certified by EPA**

- Peace of Mind - Keep the fire outside and eliminate the
dangers associated with indoor wood heating.

« Save Money - Wood is a renewable, inexpensive
and often free energy source.

- Durability - Long-lasting, stainless steel firebox.

HRS: Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. Closed

N5931 State Highway 54,
Black River Falls, Wi

www.WoodSalesService.com
715-284-9438 » 800-657-4653

*US Internal Revenue Code Sec. 25(D) effective Jan. 1, 2021, for heating a residence. For more
details visit CentralBoiler.com. Information provided here as a convenience and may not be relied
upon as substitute for professional tax advice. Consult a tax professional with any questions.
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TITANIUM J4DX
Outdoor Wood Furnace

VIDEO: How It Works

CentralBoiler.com >
Explore > How it Works

CentralBoiler.com
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Lighting is an essential
component of interior and
exterior home design. Not
only does lighting add style
and make spaces more appeal-
ing, when done correctly, it
also makes a home safer and
more functional.

Homeowners who plan
to utilize outdoor spaces like
backyards, front porches and
walkwaysto the fullest should
think carefully about lighting.
These guidelines can assist
with selecting outdoor light-
ing fixtures.

Security lighting

Flood lights and security
lights are a good investment
for those who want to beefup
visibility and security around
the home. These lights are
high-intensity and designed
to illuminate large areas.
The brightness and reach
can serve as a preventive
measure to keep animals and
even criminals away. Motion-
sensor lights will immediately
engage if something crosses
the path of the sensor. Some
lights will remain on from
duskuntildawn. Lowes Home
Improvement suggests using
the correct wattage on outdoor
security lights so they flood
an area thoroughly without
affecting neighboring proper-
ties.

Home Improvement Guide

Guide to outdoor llghtlng

Contributed photo

Lighting can be an essential element when designing outdoor living spaces.

;505

Wall, post and ceiling
lights

Outdoor lighting fixtures
beyond security options come
in a variety of styles, accord-
ingto Lamps USA. Walllights
are mounted to the outdoor
wall of the home. These
typically flank doorways or
the garage. Post lights are
often installed on the posts
of decks and porches, or are

Tips for
protecting landscapes
from wildlife and
more over the winter

Landscapes are vulnerable
tothe elements during the cold
weather months. Everything
from de-icing products to hun-
gry animals to the weight of
snow can affect trees, shrubs
and other plants.

Justbecause certain green-
ery will go dormant during
the winter doesn’t mean land-
scape maintenance ends when
the mercury dips. Homeown-
ers can take certain actions to
winterproof their properties
and safeguard landscapes so
they recover more readily
when spring arrives.

Use a safer melting
product

Investigate options in
snowmelt products, as tradi-
tional rock salt can injure buds
and branches and kill lawns.

ServiceMASTER

Inaddition, avoid piling salted
snow in one area of the land-
scape, as it will concentrate
the saltin that spot. Spread out
snow piles to help minimize
the damage to delicate plants.

Secure saplings and

juvenile plants

Harsh winds and batter-
ing snow can damage young
plants. Use stakes and lat-
tices to secure them so they’ll
be better able to withstand
the weather, suggests Total
Landscape Management, a
commercial and residential
landscaping company.

Promptly remove snow
from branches to help trees
and shrubs; otherwise, the
weight of ice and snow can
break off branches and cause
irreparable damage.

Restorg

free-standing on properties,
providing visibility but also
style. Ceiling-mounted lights
may be above doorways or
installed in any structure that
has an overhead area. Warm-
colored temperature bulbs
in these fixtures can create
an inviting atmosphere that
is not too bright and jarring,
especially when multiple
lighting fixtures are work-
ing together. When selecting
lighting for wall-mounted
fixtures, experts suggest siz-
ing up if you are not sure of
the size to pick, as lights will
look much smaller in scale
from a distance.

Accent and landscape

lighting

A bevy of accent lighting
choices are available. Ac-
cent lighting is designed to
enhance the mood and appear-
ance of certain elements of a
landscape. Accent lighting
is not intended to add bright
light. For example, upward-
directed lights can be cast on
trees or shrubs to accentuate
their shapes. Accent lighting
also may call out a structure,
such as a garden or a fountain.
While accent lighting may be
hard-wired, homeowners who
want the luxury of changing
lighting can opt for solar fix-
tures, which are more mobile
but not as bright.

Additional pointers

When shopping for bulbs,
consider the number of lu-
mens. A standard 100-watt
bulb produces around 1,600

ServiceMASTER

Clean

When Unexpected Disaster Happens

You can depend on us

715-743-7007

ServiceMasterofCandJ).com
Serving Clark and Jackson County and Tomah area

CERTIFIED

FURNITURE

CARPET

lumens. Security lights should
range from 700 to 1,300 lu-
mens for optimal brightness.
Other lights needn’t be so
bright.

Furthermore, ensure that
any fixtures that are being
used are safety-rated for out-
doors. Wet-rated fixtures are
designed to withstand direct
exposure to outdoor elements,
advises the design experts at
Schoolhouse, a lighting and
lifestyle goods company.
Damp-rated fixtures are built
for outdoor locations pro-
tected from harsh weather.
Look for the product details
or work with an electrician
to choose the right lighting
choices.

Lighting can transform
outdoors spaces for the better.
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Matt Rhodes '"srance Company

your agent for
Jackson County &
surrounding areas.

1 Main St., Black River Falls, Wl 54615
Offlce 715-284-2522 - Cell: 608-396-1619
mrhodes@ruralins.com

Call me for a quote!
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Grand L60 Series  37-62HP  Available Climate-Controlled Cab
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PLUS
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I

BE READY THIS WINTER WITH KUBOTA SNOW REMOVAL EQUIPMENT THAT
GETS IT DONE!

CHILI

CHILI, WISCONSIN

Kubotd com
A e 21 Pr

715-683-2444

10 miles west of Marshfield on H,
then south on'Y

www.chiliimplement.com

Progressive
FARM
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SEE US FIRST FOR AL YOUR
HOME IVIPROVEMENT NEEDS.

Our lenders have a combined
total of over 45 years’ experience.

Arcadia Credit Union offers Home Equity,
Construction and Term Loan Options to
help you create the home of your dreams.

Gall us or visit our webhsite to learn more and apply!

v .

ARCADIA

Lobby Hours: M—F: 8:15AM-4:30PM; Sat., 8:15AM-12PM

CREDIT UNION
608-323-2126 or 1-800-325-2126

535S. Dettloff Dr., P.O. Box 187, Arcadia, W1 54612 - arcadiacu.com

Drive-Up: M-W: 8:15AM-4:30PM;
Thurs., 8:15AM-5:30PM;
Fri., 7.30AM-5:30PM; Sat., 8:15AM-12PM
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Make the Most of Your Mow, with a John Deere Lawn Tractor or ZTrak™ Mower!

Whether you're looking for the year-round versatility of a lawn tractor, or want to mow well-fast with a ZTrak™ zero-turn,
Tractor Central can help you find the right one to make the most of your space, and your time!

S110 Lawn Tractor - $2,499 $220 Lawn Tractor - $2,999 X350 Select Series - $3,999 wrrdeck X370 Select Series - $4,999 Z530R ZTrak™ Mower - $6,399
+19 hp Cyclonic engine - 22 hp Cyclonic V-twin engine - 215 hp Kawasaki engine - 215 hp Kawasaki engine - 24 hp Kawasaki V-twin engine

+ 42-in. Edge mower deck + 42-in. Accel Deep” mower deck - £42-in. or 48-in. Accel Deep” deck « 42-in. Accel Deep” deck - 54-in. High Capacity mower deck

- Side-by-side foot pedal operation - Manual steer, spring-assist lift - Low-effort steering, Electric PTO - Power steering, Hydraulic Lift - Premium Controls, LED Lights

- 2 4yr/120-hr bumper-to-bumper warranty!  + 3-y/200-hr bumper-to-bumper warranty' - 4-yr/300-hr bumper-to-bumper warranty’  + 4-yr/300-hr bumper-to-bumper warranty'  * 22.5-in. ComfortGlide™ seat
- 48-mo/500-hr bumper-to-bumper warranty'

Add 2 more years of coverage for
only $100 with Tractor Central’s
extended powertrain warranty!

Get 1.9% APR Financing
for 48 months’

onall

S200 Series, Select and

. . X590 Select Series - $9,599 X739 Signature Series - $16,239 Z335E ZTrak™ Mower - $3,099 Z355R ZTrak™ Mower - $3,599
Signature Series Lawn o _ _ . . .
Tractors. and all residential - 25,5 hp Kawasaki V-twin EFl engine - 255hp EFl engine - 54-in. HC deck - 20 hp V-twin engine + 22 hp V-twin engine
! + 54-in. Accel Deep™ mower deck - 4-\Wheel Drive & 4-Wheel steering - 42-in. Accel Deep™ deck - 48-in. Accel Deep” deck
Zero-turns - Power Steering, Rear differential lock - Power steeriing, Hydraulic lift - Hydro-Gear™ transmission - Adjustable seat, Premium controls

- 4-yr/500-hr bumper-to-bumper warranty' . 4-yr/700-hr bumper-to-bumper warranty! - 2-yr/120-hr bumper-to-bumper warranty' - 2-yr/120-hr bumper-to-bumper warranty'

Great Small Tractors, with Great BIG Options...

Unlock your tractor’s potential with more than 20 easy-to-swap implements and attachments. Whether you have a lawn, garden,
or compact utility tractor, Tractor Central has tons of versatile options in stock for all your fall projects, and beyond.

1023E Compact Tractor: $13,888 1025R Tractor, Loader & Deck: $25,199 3025E Tractor, Loader & Pallet Forks: $27,499 N1 ”
- 22.4hp, 3-cylinder diesel engine - 23.9hp, 3-cylinder diesel engine, 4WD, Power steering - 25 hp 3-Cylinder diesel engine - 4WD & Power Steering :

- 4-Wheel Drive & Power steering - 120R Quick-park Loader (connects & detaches tool-free!) - 2-Stage hydrostatic transmission - Factory installed loader & bucket

- Twin Touch foot controls, Hydrostatic transmission - 54-in. Autoconnect Drive-over mower deck - 6-yr/2,000 hr. Powertrain warranty' - APTIF Pallet Forks

- 6-yr/2,000 hr. Powertrain warranty' - 6-yr/2,000 hr. Powertrain warranty' ' '

The Power of 10
Tractor Central includes a 10-Year Limited Powertrain TCX

o X i . .
0% APR for 60 mo? on all1-4 Series Compact Utility Tractors Warranty with new 1-4 Series Compact Tractors!* 70 Year Extended Warranty

New to You
Harvest ‘22

SIX 20215780 Combines in stock
w/ comprehensive extended
warranties, plus headers, grain
handling equipment and more.

20211D S780 Hrs: 201, PRWD, Power 2017 JD S680 Hrs: 1268/867, PRWD, 2018 JD S780 Hrs: 1309/799, PRWD, 2016 JD S670 Sidehill Hrs: 2709/1625,

Browse the full selection of late

model used harvest equipment 'at Tailboard & Covers, Extended Wear, Power Tailboard & Bin Ext, Premium Cab  Power Tailboard & Covers, Premium Cab, = PRWD, Coarse Grain Pkg, Premium Cab &
TractorCentral.com to see what’s  premium Cab, Sidehil Pkg, Comp. Ext. Leather, LED, ProDrive Trans., Extended ~ Leather & LED, ProDrive Transmission, Lighting, Power Covers, Interactive
ready to go...with no waiting! Warranty #216547 (ME) 519900  Wear, Duals #212156 (GR) $319900  Extended Wear #219814 (DU) $349900  Combine Adj. #213700 (ME) ~ $239900

Offers valid on qualifying equipment purchased by October 28, 2022. Some restrictions apply, see dealer for details. 'Warranty based on years or hours used, whichever comes

first 2Financing subject to approved installment credit by John Deere Financial, f.s.b. > Down payment may be required, average down payment is 25% $124 payment option T

based on sale price of $13,888, with $3472 down payment or trade-in, 84 months at 0% APR. “For residential use only. See dealer for details. @ RACTO R

TractorCentral.com JOHN DEERE == CENTRAL"

ARCADIA 608-323-3363 - CHIPPEWA FALLS 715-723-8400 - GRANTON 715-238-7186 - MONDOVI 715-926-3891 - WESTBY 608-634-3141
CAMERON 715-234-4240 - DURAND 715-672-8915 - MENOMONIE 715-235-4203 - SHELDON 715-452-5195 - WEST SALEM 608-786-1360
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Things to consider before warming up
next to your first fire this winter

Awarm fire canmakeeven
the coldest winter day more
enjoyable. Fireplaces may
not get much use in spring or
summer, but come late fall
and throughout the winter, the
fireplace can be a great place
for families to gather.

Before fireplace season
hits full swing, homeowners
might want to brush up on a
few fireplace facts so they
can safely enjoy nights spent
sitting by the crackling flames.

The Chimney Safety In-
stitute of America (CSIA) ad-
vises homeowners with fire-
placestohirea CSIA-certified
chimney sweep to clean their
fireplaces. After a lengthy

period of non-use, various
issues could be affecting
the chimney, many of which
might not be noticeable to an
untrained eye. Professional,
certified chimney sweeps
have extensive knowledge
of fireplaces, making them
valuable resources who can
let homeowners know if any
safety issues developed since
fireplaces were last used. The
National Protection Agency
recommends thatchimneys be
swept at least once per year.

A full inspection of the
chimney might be in order
as well. Chimney service
technicians will conduct thor-
ough examinations of readily

accessible portions of the
chimney exterior and interior
and accessible portions of the
appliance and the chimney
connection. The CSIA rec-
ommends homeowners who
plan to use their chimneys as
they have in the past request
a Level 1 inspection, which
will examine the soundness of
the chimney structure and flue
as well as the basic appliance
installation and connections.
Technicians also will verify if
the chimney is free of obstruc-
tionand combustible deposits.

Homeowners also should
inspect their chimney damp-
ers before lighting their first
fires of the season. Dampers
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Curling up next to a warm fire is a favorite place to be in the cold winter months. It’s im-
portant to make sure home fireplaces have been inspected by an expert and the firewood
they select to burn are important to buiding a safe fire in your home’s fireplace.
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save BIG!

Heat Pump

up to 250% energy efficient

HEATING AND COOLING
operating cost less than LP
on the dual fuel electric rate lii|||||

A
]ACKSONELEC RIC
COOPERA | IVE

Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative )@1.

w ENERGY SAVINGS
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N6868 County Road F | mfo@jackeleccom | 715.284.5385 | wwwlackeleccom

should openand close smooth-
ly. If not, a service technician
can help fix or replace the
damper.

Firewood is another thing
homeowners must consider
before lighting their first fires
of the season. The CSIA says
that well-seasoned firewood
works best, noting that wood
that is not well-seasoned will
produce more smoke than
heat. In addition, the home
improvement resource, This
Old House, recommends us-
ing dense wood that’s been
split and stored in a high
and dry place for at least six
months. Oak is an example
of dense wood that, when
stored properly, can make for
an enjoyable fireplace experi-
ence. Avoid softwoods like
pine. Pine can produce a lot of
creosote, whichisabyproduct
of wood combustion. Creosote
is highly flammable, and as it
buildsup inachimney, therisk
for a chimney fire increases.

Choosing the right wood,
makingsureit’s well-seasoned
and having a chimney profes-
sionally cleaned can reduce
the risk of a creosote-related
chimney fire. A Level 1 in-
spection should determine if
thereare potentially dangerous
levels of creosote deposits in
the chimney.

Before nestling up to a
fireplace this winter, home-
owners should consider a host
of factors and safety measures
to ensure their fireplaces are
safe and ready for the season
ahead.

SEPTEMBER 26, 2022

Steve’s Custom
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Health Insurance Questions?

| CAN HELP YOU.

PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS « HEALTH & LIFE INSURANCE
MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - FINAL EXPENSES
Quality, Affordable Coverage & Excellent Service

A o

THE Insurance CENTER

Donna Critzman
800-362-8046 or 608-783-6441

Neither The Insurance Center nor Donna Critzman is connected with the Federal Medicare Program.

CLIMATL SR80
/WFA AULHORITY

LCOMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SPRAY FUAM INSULATION

715-937-4252

- Closed cell spray foam

- Attics, crawl spaces, basements,
HVAC ducts, workshops, storage
sheds, hunting blinds and more

/5 Bluff View Bank

Build Your
Dream Home.

Residential Construction Loans

ENJOY THVIS SPECIAL RATE

0.99::.

9 MONTHS — INTEREST ONLY!

1.928.5

Apply online or in-person today!

Visit us at bluffviewbank.com/construction-loans

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

Focused On You

Member

FDIC

*Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is 1.928%. This assumes a 10% down payment, loan amount of $300,000 and interest only payments of $407.25 per month when fully drawn.
Does not include taxes and/or insurance premiums and if applicable, the actual payment obligation will be greater. Construction loan is interest only, fixed for 9 months, then
balance is refinanced into a 63-month balloon loan or fixed rate loan. All loans subject to credit approval based on the underwriting factors such as credit score, income history,
property value and others. Other rates and loan-to-value programs are available. Advertised rate accurate as of 9/1/2022 and is subject to change at any time without notice.
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Greg Libersky, General Contractor
and Custom Home Builder

715-579-5777
glibersky@aol.com
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Planning a New Home
or Remodeling Project?
' We can help with our

COMPUTER ASSISTED
DESIGN SYSTEM.

QE\\\TRAL BUILDERS
———Supply ——

INDEPENDENCE: 715-985-3321
GALESVILLE: 608-582-3322
THORP: 715-669-5898
www.centralbuildersonline.com

0F YOUR FLOOR PLAN!
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Drain?

Give Us
2 Calll

Flow-Rite

Pipe & Sewer Services, LLGC
Hydro Jetting

Sewer Line Cleaning
Pipeline Video Inspection

Mike Happel, Owner

+ Residential
Phone: 608-582-4793 - Agricultural
Mobile: 608-385-1383 - Commercial
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What expecting parents can do to make
their homes safer

New parents face a host
ofnew and unique challenges
when they bring their babies
home for the first time. Lack
of sleep and dirty diapers are
two well-known challenges
parents must confront when
caring for newborns. While
those hurdles must be cleared
afterbabies are born, other po-
tential issues can be dealt with
while parents are awaiting the
arrival of their children.

Prior to getting pregnant,
parents expecting for the first
time may nothave given much
thought to how safe their
home is for children. But
withababy on the way, safety
must be the utmost priority at
home. Home injuries pose a
bigger threat than expecting
parents may realize, as Stan-
ford Children’s Health reports
that roughly 2,000 children
ages 14 and under die each
year as a result of injuries
sustained at home. Thank-
fully, many home injuries
can be prevented. Expecting
parents can get a head-start
on being moms and dads by
taking various steps to make
their homes safer before their
babies are born.

Conceal cables and cords.
Cables and cords pique kids’
curiosity. Pulling on cables
and cords can put young

children in the path of fall-
ing objects or increase their
risk for injuries involving
electrical wires and outlets.
Cable and cord concealers
are inexpensive and eas-
ily installed. Often used to
cover cords hanging down
from mounted televisions,
concealers also can be used
to hide cords coming from
computers, lamps and other
items that can pose a threat
to young children.

Avoid hand-me-down
kids’ furniture. When fur-
nishing a children’s nursery,
it’s best for parents to avoid
hand-me-down furniture. The
older a piece of furniture is,
the less likely it is that the
item will meet current safety
guidelines. Some parents
may be tempted to let their
childrensleep in the same crib
they slept in as kids decades
ago, but it’s safer to eschew
nostalgia in favor of products
that meet the latest safety
standards.

Get rid of potential chok-
ing hazards. The National
Safety Council and the Na-
tional Center for Injury Pre-
vention indicate that airway
obstruction injuries are the
leading cause of uninten-
tional injury-related deaths
among infants less than 12

Fall yard to-dos:
aerate the
family lawn

Aerating prevents soil from becoming compacted and
covered with thatch — a thick layer of roots, stems and de-
bris, that blocks water, oxygen and nutrients from reaching

the soil.
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Fall is the time to
prepare your
home and lawn
for winter’s
wrath.
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months old. Prior to bringing
their babies home, expecting
parents can remove all small
trinkets and other items that
curious children may want
to put in their mouths. When
buying toys for kids, read the
packaging to make sure each
item is safe for babies and
avoid buying or accepting
any gifts with small pieces.
Store all medicines on
high shelves behind cabinet
doors. Vitamins and medi-
cines should be stored on
high shelves behind cabinet
doors. If kids can see them,

they’ll likely try to grab them.
In fact, the NSC reports that
children ages 19 and under
account for roughly 8,000
fall-related emergency room
visits every day. Hiding
medicines on high shelves
behind closed cabinet doors
reduces the risk that kids will
be poisoned and suffer a fall-
related injury.  Expecting
parents will soon have a lot
on their plate. Taking steps to
safeguard ahome before their
babies are born can make the
transition to parenthood that
much easier.

How to prevent
crabgrass

Few things can give a
home exterior that sought-
after wow factor as well as a
nicely maintained lawn. Alush
green landscape is a great way
to show pride in home owner-
ship and improve curb appeal.

As many homeowners
know, lawns are under con-
stant attack. The elements
are rarely easy on lawns, and
watchful eyes must always be
kept open for other problems
thatcan plague alawn, includ-
ing crabgrass.

Crabgrass can be a formi-
dableadversary inthe summer
months. According to the Penn
State College of Agricultural
Sciences, crabgrass begins as
seeds. These seeds germinate
in spring or early summer.
While crabgrass dies after the
firsthard frostin fall, crabgrass
seeds remain dormant in win-
ter, and the seeds then grow
again in the following spring
when ground temperature
warms up. Without action to
prevent crabgrass seeds from
germinating, homeowners
will likely end up with patches
of crabgrass throughout their
lawns every summer.

The healthier a lawn is,
the harder it is for unwanted
grasses like crabgrass to thrive.
The following are a handful
of strategies that can promote
a healthy lawn and make it
more difficult for unsightly
crabgrass to establish itself in
the months ahead.

Keep grass at a consistent
length, and don’t cut too low.
Maintaining a consistent
length of grass by mowing at

it

b
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Collcom ¥

@ forwardbank. mortgagewebcenter.com m

What would you like to do today?

regular intervals can make it
hard for crabgrass to thrive.
Crabgrass requires ample sun-
lightto germinate, so grass that
is not cut too short may keep
crabgrass from growing in.
Of course, grass should not be
allowed to grow knee-length,
either. By raising blades to the
mowing heightappropriate for
their type of grass, and mow-
ing at regular intervals so the
grass remains at that height
through the summer, home-
owners can promote healthy
lawns and make it harder for
crabgrass to germinate.
Never cut too much of the
blade off of the grass. When
mowing, don’t cut too much
of the blade off the grass with
each cut, even if the grass
seems especially long. As
noted, cutting too low allows
sunlight to reach crabgrass
seeds. But cutting too much
off the blade, even if the grass
is still high after a mow, can
injure the grass. Injured grass
can make lawns more vulner-
able to weeds and crabgrass.
Apply a pre-emergence
herbicide. Pre-emergence her-
bicides kill germinating grass
seedlings before they emerge
from the soil. Follow the
manufacturer’s instructions
regarding when and how much
herbicidetoapply. If crabgrass
has already started to grow,
it’s likely too late to apply a
pre-emergence herbicide.
Crabgrass is an unwel-
come invader in many lawns.
Spring can be a great time to
prevent this unwanted guest
from returning this summer.
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@IORWI\KD
L) BANK

NMLS 422932




Page 14

Home Improvement Guide

How to approach a basement remodel

A fully finished and func-
tional basementis a dream for
many homeowners. Such a
space, when completed, can
serve as an entertainment
space, a man cave, an artist’s
studio, or any number of ad-
ditional functions.

Despite their usefulness,
finished basements are some-
thing ofararity. Inananalysis
of data from the U.S. Census
Bureau’s Survey of Construc-
tion, the National Association
of Home Builders® found
thatonly around 24 percent of
single-family homes built in
2018 have basements. Home-
owners who do not currently
have a finished basement but
are considering such a project
can approach the remodel
with a few key factors in
mind. Careful consideration
of these factors can ensure
the project is budget-friendly
and worthy of homeowners’
investments.

Investment value: Con-

ventional wisdom among
home renovation and real
estate experts suggests a
basement remodel is best if
done to satisfy current inhab-
itants and not necessarily to
appeal to prospective buyers
once the home is put up for
sale. Remodeling magazine
reports that a midrange base-
ment remodel costing around
$70,000 will provide a return
of around $49,000 (or 70
percent) at resale. Though
that’s not a poor return on in-
vestment (ROI), homeowners
who are remodeling a base-
ment solely for the potential
ROI at resale can find other
projects that provide a greater
return.

Foundation: The foun-
dation of the home must
garner ample consideration
before beginning a basement
remodel. Certain founda-
tion issues, such as soft
concrete, cracked or curved
outside walls and cracks in

the flooring, are indicative
of significant issues with the
foundation. These issues can
be costly to address, and they
must be remedied before the
basement remodel can begin.

Existing space: Some
homeowners may have
bought their homes with
partially finished basements
or even finished areas that
they simply want to remodel.
In such instances, a pre-
remodel inspection from a
licensed home inspector can
save homeowners lots of
money and heartache over
the long haul. Partially fin-
ished or even aging finished
basements might not have
been renovated in adherence
to codes, which could lead
to costly violations down
the road. An inspection in
advance ofaremodel can give
homeowners an idea of what
they will need to do to bring
the basement up to code. Lo-
cal officials also can provide

a list of necessary permits
and a detailed description of
requirements to ensure the
remodeled basement adheres
to code.

Soil: Soil surrounding the
home should be tested prior to
beginning the project. Radon
isanodorless gas found insoil
that the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency notes can
increase individuals’ risk for
lung cancer. Radon can seep
into basements and increase
that risk even further if it is
present at elevated levels in
the soil surrounding a home.
Radon tests are simple and
inexpensive, and no basement
remodel project should begin
without first conducting such
a test.

Finished basements are
valuable spaces. Homeown-
ers who want to finish or
remodel their basements
should consider a host of
factors before beginning the
renovation.

Not only does a finished basement provide extra living space, it also adds value to a home.
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Low-maintenance
lawn alternatives

Atraditional lawn may not
be right for every property
nor desired by every home-
owner. There is no denying
that lawns take time and ef-
fort to establish and daily or
weekly maintenance to thrive.
Homeowners who find that a
traditional lawn is not practi-
cal can explore some low-
maintenance alternatives.

Wildflower meadow

Homeowners with wide
swaths of property may dis-
cover meadows are cost- and
time-efficient. Stores sell
special wildflower meadow
mixes of seeds, or home-
owners can use wildflower
plug plants throughout areas
where grasses are left to grow
longer. This natural area can
be a home to wildlife and an
idyllic backdrop to a home.
Mostmeadows only requirea
spring or summer and autumn
cut to thrive and look good.

Ornamental grasses

Partition areas of the prop-
erty for ornamental grasses to
grow. The gardening resource
Elemental Green says or-
namental grasses tend to be
drought-resistant and low-
maintenance. They won’t
need much fertilizer and are
oftenresistantto pests as well.
Ornamental grasses grow in
tufts or sprays and will not
require mowing. However,
they are not ideal for areas
that get foot traffic.

Moss

Moss can thrive in shady
areas and ones where the soil
tends to stay abitdamp. Moss
is velvety soft and green, so
it can mimic the look of a
traditional lawn but won’t
require mowing and other
upkeep. Because it spreads
quickly, moss can take over
quite rapidly. You will need
to protect areas where you
do not want moss by creating
barriers to stop spread.

Gravel

Stone and gravel areas
can reduce maintenance in
the landscape and require
very little upkeep. When
gravel is installed correctly,
weeds may not grow read-
ily. Gravel installation may
include laying heavy-duty,
semi-permeable landscape
fabric, which is available at
home improvement centers.
Gravel is cheaper than pavers
and can be just as beautiful.

Artificial turf

If the desired look is a
lawn without all the upkeep,
there are various artificial
grass options on the market.
Homeowners who opt for
artificial turf can save money
and space devoted to lawn
mowers and other lawn tools.

Grass may be ideal for
some, but there are alterna-
tives for people who have
troublesome landscapes or
desire a low-maintenance
product for their homes.
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Sod vs. seed: which
is your best option

Apristine lawn can be the
finishing touch to alandscape
and add significant value to
a home. According to a joint
study by the University of
Alabama and the University
of Texas at Arlington, homes
with high curb appeal sell for
an average of seven percent
more than similar houses
without inviting exteriors.

When it comes to estab-
lishing a lawn, homeowners
have two key options: starting
from seed or installing sod.
Each comes with its share
of advantages and disadvan-
tages. Which option makes
the most sense for a given
lawnwillboil downto various
factors, including homeown-
ers’ budgets.

Seed

Seed is the first thing
homeowners may think of
when planning a lawn. Seed
is an inexpensive, easily in-
stalled option. Plus, garden
centers sell a variety of seeds
specific to particular regions
and climates. The home im-
provementresource Fixrsays
seed will costan average of 24
cents per square footinstalled
compared to $1.29 for sod.
That affordability compels
many homeowners to turn to
seed. However, seed can take
up to two years to produce a
lush lawn and itrequires high
maintenance in the initial
months to establish the grass.
Seed alsorequires greater soil
preparation, including tilling

to loosen soil and keeping
the lawn well-watered until
the grass is hardy. Weeds
also may mix in with seed
more readily, meaning weed
prevention becomes an ad-
ditional task.
Sod

One of the advantages to
sod is that it can produce an
instant lawn. When time is of
the essence, sod will produce
a complete lawn nearly as
soon as the sod is laid. Sod
can be used to mitigate soil
erosion, as it works faster
than seed, which needs to
establish a root system to
keep soil in check. Also, sod
does not require as much soil
preparation as seed.

The potential disadvan-
tagestosodareitscostandthe
time it takes to install it, par-
ticularly on a large property.
In addition, sod will require
careful maintenance for at
least the first two weeks until
the sod takes stronger roots. It
can be an expensive mistake
if sod doesn’t thrive and new
pieces need to be installed.
The Family Handyman says
sod tends to be sun-loving
and may not work in shadier
areas of a property.

Sod and seed are the two
main options for lush lawns.
Eachhasits perks, and home-
owners can speak withalocal
lawn specialist to determine
which option is best for their
lawn.

Fall yard to-dos: water wisely

If you’re not getting at least an inch of water a week from Mother Nature, you’ll want to keep watering through the fall.
Install watering solutions, such as smart controllers on irrigation systems, to help conserve water.
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If the kitchen is the heart
of the home, then the dining
room may be akin to one of
itsarteries. The mood created
in the kitchen spreads to the
dining space where family
and friends gather to eat and
enjoy one another’s company.

Dining rooms can get
lost in the home renovation
shuffle, as many homeown-
ers tend to focus on renovat-
ing kitchens and bathrooms
instead. Homeowners do not
have to invest a lot of money
in renovations to give their
dining spaces awe-inspiring
makeovers. Here’s how to do
so on a budget.

Lighten and brighten.
Dining rooms were once very

formal spaces. Dark woods,
large pieces of furniture,
over-the-top chandeliers, and
other details could be found
in many homes. But now
that houses are being built
with open floor plans, dining
rooms can blend with other
spaces, which have moved to
lighter colored walls, flooring
and furniture. A fresh coat
of vibrant paint can work
wonders and it doesn’t cost
much. If you can’t remove a
floor, cover it with a brightly
colored area rug.

Switch things up with
slipcovers. Slipcovers can
be changed each season to
dramatically alter the look
of a dining room for little

Home Improvement Guide

Budget-friendly dining room renovation ideas

investment. Slip covers also
protect chairs and can be eas-
ily laundered after spills.

Add floating shelving.
Floating shelves provide
much-needed storage or dis-
play space without the need
to invest in another piece
of furniture. Depending on
the shelving, they can work
in modern design schemes
or even farmhouse dining
spaces.

Clear out the clutter. It
mightbetime tosay “so long”
to that large curio cabinetand
the knickknacks within it.
Curio and china cabinets used
to be de rigueur, but plenty
of people now prefer more
open and airy dining rooms.

For those who want to keep
the cabinet, try decluttering
inside to only include the very
best display pieces and see if
the cabinet can be refinished
with paint or a lightly colored
stain.

Improve lighting. Make
the chandelier the statement
piece of the space. Go for a
bold color or an innovative
design. Then add accessories
throughout the space that co-
ordinate with the chandelier.

Addbenchseating. Those
who need additional seating
may not have to get entirely
new furniture. Swap out some
chairs for benches, which can
fit a couple more guests than
chairs.

What causes curled shingles?

No homeowner wants
to look at the exterior of his
or her home and see roof
damage. Such damage may
lead homeowners to think
they need a new roof, a po-
tentially costly expense that
can quickly throw household
budgets into a state of disar-
ray.
According to the Ho-
meAdvisor, the average
homeowner spends a little
more than $7,600 installing a
new roof. Various factors, in-
cluding the size ofahome and
the type of roof homeowners
prefer, will affect the cost of
a roof replacement. In addi-
tion, homeowners who see
roof damage can rest assured
thatnotall roof problems will
necessarily require a replace-
ment roof to be installed.

Curled shingles are a
problem many homeowners
have encountered. This par-

ticular problem is not always
indicative that a roof is on its
way out. In fact, the home
improvement resource, This
Old House, notes as asphalt
shingles age, their corners
often begin to curl downward
orupward. Homeowners who
notice this early enough can
glue down the curled section
of each shingle that’s begin-
ning to curl.

Some shingles may be
curling because they’re de-
fective. Fortified Roofing,
a New Jersey-based roofing
company that specializes in
the repairing and replacing
of various roofing configura-
tions, advises homeowners
to contact a local roofing
professional to diagnose the
cause of the curling. Doing
so quickly can prevent curled
shingles from contributing to
more widespread damage.

Moisture and poor ven-

h
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6) eatMaster.
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Wood Furnace
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Not all roof problems mean a home needs a new roof, but
curled shingles require homeowners’ attention.
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tilation may be contributing
to curled shingles as well.
Homeowners with attics in
their home may see curled
shingles on their roofs be-
cause moisture is building
up in their poorly ventilated
attics. In addition to caus-
ing damage such as curled
shingles, a poorly ventilated
attic allows moisture to build
up, potentially contributing to
mold growth. Mold presents
ahost ofadditional problems,
including some that can ad-
versely affect the health of a
home’s inhabitants.

Improper roofinstallation
also may be the culprit behind
curled shingles. When a roof
is not installed correctly,
shingles may notbe aligned or
nailed down in the right way.
This might be what’s causing
shingles to curl on recently
installed roofs.

Curled shingles are un-
sightly and can pose a signifi-

NNE
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cant threat toahome ifnot ad-
dressed promptly. Homeown-
ers can protect themselves and
their roofs by working with
skilled roofing professionals,
who can diagnose issues like
curled shingles and offer the
right solutions.
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Create depth with color.
HGTV says that using vari-
ous shades of the same color
in a space can add depth.
Coordinate drapes, walls, seat
fabrics and accessories for a
cohesive design.
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Types of home insulation and where to install them

When thinking aboutreno-
vating their homes, homeown-
ers may imagine changing
wall colors, expanding room
sizes or upgrading appliances
and fixtures. However, unless
people take inventory of the
less glamourous components
of the home, such as struc-
ture, plumbing, heating and
cooling, and insulation, other

that helps keep people com-
fortable and reduces energy
consumption. Insulation is
typically placed in areas
where air escapes, such as be-
tween the stud cavities inside
the walls and in the attic, and
servesto slow and reduce heat
transfer.

The U.S. Department
of Energy says between 50
and 70 percent of the energy
used in homes is for heating
and cooling. By improving
home insulation, homeowners
can make their homes more
comfortable, consistent and
efficient. Infact,the ENERGY
STAR program overseen
by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency says home-
owners stand to save an aver-
age of 15 percent on heating
and cooling costs by adding
proper insulation. To do so,
homeowners can take a crash
course inhome insulation and
find the products that fit their
needs.

Blanket batts and rolls

Blanket batts and rolls
typically are constructed
with fiberglass, so proper
safety gear, such as a mask
and gloves, is needed when
handling them. Installing this
type of insulation is relatively
easy since the materials are
designed to fit the standard
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Lost your edge?
We can help!

Your source for Small Engine Parts:

Knives Kohler

Scissors Briggs & Stratton We stock

Mower Blades Tecumseh replacement
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13918 5th St., Osseo - Located right behind the Higley on 5th!
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width between studs, rafters
and floor joists.
Loose fill

Loose fill is usually made
of fiberglass or cellulose
(recycled paper fiber). It is
blown or sprayed into place
with pneumatic equipment,
according to The Home De-
pot. Loose fill can be ideal for
hard-to-reach areas in attics
or inside wall cavities. It’s

; improvements may be for
DumpTruc!( Service s _— Q naught. good for adding insulation
FREE Estimates S R N . Ahome insulation project to irregularly shaped areas.
Fully Insured - Vi o certainly doesn’t offer the Sinceitrequiresspecial equip-
- o / ~..| wow factor of a kitchen re- ment, this is a job best left to
]00 MlSCll Ve model, but insulation serves professionals.
608,864,0383 a vital function in the house Sprayed foam

Sprayed foam isjustas the
name implies, a foam made
from polyurethane, poly-
isocyanurate, cementitious,
or other materials that are
applied by a spray container.
DIYers who need only small
applications can use canned
products. Large quantities are
pressure-sprayed by profes-
sionals.

Foam board/rigid foam
panels

Ideal for unfinished walls,
such as basement or founda-
tion walls, floors and ceil-

Page 17

While a home’s insulation doesn’t necessarily provide
that wow factor, a properly insulated home is essential for
a home to be comfortable and to reduce energy consump-

tion.

Contributed photo

ings, these are boards of
polyurethane or polystyrene.
Foam boards tend to reduce
energy consumption more
effectively than other types
of insulation.

Homeowners considering

upgrading their insulation or
amending existing insulation
should do their homework on
the type of insulation that will
be most effective for their
homes.

Fall yard to-dos:
mow at the right height

Keep cutting your grass until the first hard frost. Find the just-right
length for your species, typically between two to three inches,
to keep your grass healthy when it turns cold.
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By the time autumn hits
full swing, many trees will
have shed their leaves for the
season, and the last vestiges
of red, yellow and orange
magic will have faded to
brown. Raking, blowing and
collecting leaves becomes
the primary chores of lawn
and yard maintenance, and
presents most homeowners
with large piles of gathered

Prepare yo

Homeowners often take
steps to winterize the interior
of their homes in the weeks
before winter’s arrival, but
such efforts should extend to
the outside of a home as well.
Decks make for great gather-
ing places when the weather
permits. Decks are where
many people spend their
free time and eat their meals
come spring and summer,
when the temperatures climb
and the sun sets well into the
evening. But as summer turns
to fall, homeowners must take
measures to protect their decks
from potentially harsh winter
weather.

Inspect the deck for prob-
lems. Decks tend to be used
more often in summer than
any other time of year. That
makes fall and early winter an
ideal time to inspect for wear
and tear and any additional
issues that may have cropped
up throughout the summer.
Damaged boards and loose
handrails should be fixed be-
fore winter arrives, especially
for homeowners who plan
to use their decks in winter.
Fixing such issues in winter
and even into spring may
be difficult thanks to harsh
conditions, so make good use
of the relatively calm autumn
weather to fix any issues on
the deck.

Clear the deck of potted

507.458.2580

waterwayinsulation.com
We are the only contractor within 200 miles offering specialized
equipment to ensure that your spray foam insulation is applied on
ratio throughout the whole job. Now offering insulation removal and
blown in cellulose. Guaranteed. In Writing. Every Job.

leaves to tend to.

It is impossible to count
just how many leaves fall to
the ground each year or just
how many pounds of leaves
get collected curbside, but
the numbers are substantial.
Cleaning up leaves is con-
siderable work, but not all of
those leaves need to be carted
away. In fact, there are several
different uses of leaves that

ur deck for winter

Home Improvement Guide

Seven uses for fallen leaves

can be beneficial.

Spread leaves as a protec-
tive mulch to cover tender
perennials or root crops/bulbs
in the ground. The leaves
will form a natural insulating
cover that keeps the soil and
the plants within a bit warmer
over winter.

Createapile ofleaves that
will break down and form a
crumbly, compost-like mate-

to deteriorate.

As the harsh winters months approach, home owners
should take steps to protect their decks from the elements
associated with cold winter months that can cause a deck

Rl

Contributed photo

plants. Even homeowners
who intend to use their decks
in winter should remove pot-
ted plants from the deck in the
fall. The home improvement
experts at HGTV note that
moisture can get trapped be-
tween deck boards and plastic,
wood or ceramic containers
in cold weather, and that can
contribute to mildew, discol-
oration or decay.

Store unnecessary furni-
ture. Homeowners who like
to sit on their decks in winter
will no doubt want to leave
some furniture out over the
winter. But those with lots
of furniture for entertaining
guests can likely move the
majority of that furniture into
a garage or shed for the win-
ter. HGTV notes that doing

so will prevent the potential
formation of blemishes on
the deck that can result from
inconsistent weathering.
Remove snow, but do so
carefully. Prolonged con-
tact with snow and ice can
damage a deck. As a result,
homeowners should clear
snow from their decks when
accumulation is significant.
HGTV recommends using a
snow blower on the deck to
avoid scarring. If a shovel
must be used, push snow with
the planks to reduce the risk
of damaging the deck.
Homeowners who take
steps to protect their decks
throughout the winter months
canensure these popularareas
are ready once entertaining
season returns in the spring.

rial called leaf mold. Even
though leaf mold may sound
like a blight, it’s actually a
good amendment to garden
soil, improving its structure
and ability to hold water. Leaf
mold also attracts beneficial
organisms that are vital in
healthy soil.

Brownleavescanbeadded
to green materials in compost
piles to improve the health of
the compost being formed.
According to the healthy liv-
ing resource Care2, the ideal
ratio is 75 percent brown to
25 percent green materials in
compost. Turn compost piles
regularly to aerate them.

Store dried, mulched
leavesinadry spotsothey can
beusedinthespringasaweed
barrier for spring plantings.
They will keep weeds at bay
and help retain soil moisture
to ensure small sprouts have
the resources to grow.

Use shredded leaves as a
lawn supplement. Pass alawn
mower over leaves left on
the lawn to break them down
into pieces too small to rake.
This will help keep the lawn
healthy throughout the winter
without blocking out needed
sunlight.

Bagdried leaves and pack
them tightly together in cold
areas of the home, such as
basements or garages. They
can act as added insulation.
Bags of leaves also can be
placed around planting con-
tainers to protect them from
frost.

Gather a few of the best-
looking leaves and preserve
them. Use an iron on a low
setting and press leaves be-
tween two pieces of waxed
paper until the waxed paper
seals together. Or use clear
contact paper to achieve the
same effect.

Fallen leaves can be
used in many different ways
throughout the year.
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Independence 715-985-2213

For all your insurance needs!

b

HOME ¢ COMMERCIAL ¢ AUTO * FARM ¢ PERSONAL UMBRELLA

General Contractor ~ Neillsville
New Construction * Remodeling
Serving Local Communities

715-743-7473

_ ”/ ~ Doors- Windows - Decks - Siding 5 Remodeling
New Construction - R,o'g‘ﬁng (Steel or Shingles)
Kitchens - Bathrooms <Flooring

608-863-2488

stevehorton89@gmail.com

FULLY LICENSED
AND INSURED

Windows » Patio Doors

Dan Herbrand
Agency, LLC

“Your single source insurance provider!”

215 E. Division, Neillsville, WI

715-743-6655

N4350 State Highway 54,
Black River Falls, WI 54615

715-284-1164
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Financing Available

Also Available..
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A beginner’s guide to fall planting and maintenance

Spring and summer are
perhaps the busiest times of
year for gardeners. However,
fallalsoisaprimetimetotend
to gardens.

The tree and bare root
retailer Bower & Branch ad-
vises that soil temperatures in
many regions of the country
may still be warm enough
to encourage root growth
well into the start of winter.
Furthermore, fall is often the
ideal time to plant, fertilize
and keep a garden going or
to get a head-start on next
year’s bounty.

Hereare sometips to make
the most of the fall gardening
season.

Think about fall annu-
als and bulb planting. Near

the end of September, start
planting cool-weather-loving
pansies and violas for pops of
coloras summer flowers fade.
Also, it’s a good idea to stock
up on bulbs that will bloom
in the months to come before
they sell out in stores. Wait
until the temperatures really
cool down before planting
them in desired spots for
spring sprouts.

Sow salad seeds. Lettuce,
spinach, radishes and arugula
tolerate cooler temperatures.
Try new and interesting let-
tuce varieties and enjoy salads
well into the fall season.

Take inventory ofthe sun.
Positioning a garden carefully
means maximizing hours
of sunlight, which begin to

dwindle in the fall. Experts
say gardens grow best in
sunny locations that receive
six hours of direct sunlight
each day. This is where con-
tainer gardens can be helpful,
as they allow gardeners to
move plants into spots that
will get ample sunlight.

Fill in landscaping gaps.
Some fall plants can add
color around the landscape
and brighten up homes to
add curb appeal. In addition
to pansies and violas, asters,
kale and chrysanthemums are
fall blooms. Keep in mind that
mums can come back year
after year. So, take them out
of those flower pots and get
them into the ground. They
can be enjoyed next year as

T plie Sl B G

Mums fill in fall landscaping gaps, adding color to yards. They can also be enjoyed the
following year once those potted mums are planted in the fall.

Contributed photo

well, sprouting in early spring
and developing leaves and
buds through late summer.
Clean up unwanted
growth. Fall is an ideal time
to cut back spent vegetable
plants and get rid of errant
weeds. Rather than bagging
leaves, mow them with a
grass catcher and then add
the mix to a vegetable garden
as an excellent soil insulator.
The nitrogen and carbon will
fertilize the soil, enhancing
growing possibilities and
limiting weed growth.
Propagate plantsinthe fall.
As temperatures gradually
begin to cool, start taking cut-
tings from perennials, gather-
ing seed pods from azaleas and
rhododendrons and dividing
hardwood cuttings, says the

resource, Gardening Know
How. Consult with a garden
center or horticulturist on
the proper ways to propagate
stems using rooting hormone
and other techniques.
Continue to water plants.
Water is essential in the fall
and winter, as roots can still

be growing. Gradually reduce
watering duration as plants go
dormant.

Fall planting and main-
tenance can extend garden-
ing season and improve the
chances of growing a healthy
spring garden.

Need Renovations?

Our Low-Rate Renovation Loan
is a convenient way to make repairs or
improvements to your current or future
home. Transform your home today!

J

Angela Czerwinski
Holmen Office
608-399-3188

NMLS# 402403

Scott Ulik
Holmen Office
608-399-3248

NMLS# 515908

%

X ‘g" q
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Patric Smock
Winona Office
507-494-3026

NMLS# 1475225

Z&WNB FINANCIAL

MORE THAN A BANK

WNBFinancial.com

HEY CULLIGAN!

TRUST THE WATER TREATMENT EXPERTS

$9.95/mo.

FOR THE FIRST 3 MONTHS

Get cleaner, safer water in your home with a Water
Softener, Filter, or Reverse Osmosis
Drinking Water System.

*New service & new contracts only. Installation additional. Standard rates apply after 3 months.

WATER SOFTENER $79 95

ANNUAL CHECK-UP
ANY MAKE OR MODEL-WE SERVICE ALL BRANDS!

DEALER PARTICIPATION MAY VARY.

Rentals
starting at

WATER SOFTENERS & FILTERS

WATER TESTING

DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS

BOTTLED WATER DELIVERY

SALT DELIVERY

WATER COOLERS FOR HOME & OFFICE
WE SERVICE ALL BRANDS

PURCHASE / RENTAL / FINANCE OPTIONS

1825 Mobile Dr Winona, MN
507-452-3600

SOFTENING | FILTRATION | WHOLE HOME
BOTTLED WATER | COMMERCIAL

105 Sime Ave Tomah, WI
608-372-6124

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE
WATER ANALYSIS TODAY!

CulliganBetterWater.com
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Is a Move

S,

IREAL ESTATRTE

*Newspaper Ads

Josh Baeckef
715.533.4114

Amy Mayer
715.456.1790

RESIDENTIAL

INDEPENDENCE- WELCOME! Metic-
ulously-cared-for 3BR, 3BA that
feels like home! Warm & inviting
colors w/attractive wood flooring.
Cozy gas firepl. in walkout base- |
ment. Convenient to Hwy 93.

$265,000 Jacob is waiting to show |
you! (MLS #1568215)

ARCADIA-
%, 3BR, 1.5BA—MOVE-IN Ready!
7] Big ticket updates for efficiency &
% incl. heated/cooled 2-car. FF laun-
&= dry, storage, deck, 3-season rm—
Make it all yours! $225,000 Con-
tact Josh today. (MLS #1566639)

LADYSMITH SOLD! STUNNING 3BR, 2BA, custom-built, water-
front home w/cherry cabinets & granite counters. Lrg. cook’s
kitchen & 4-season rm. Ext. landscaping & firepit; Peaceful &
Private. $569,000 Jeanne, Selling Agent.

WITHEE- SO WELL MAINTAINED! 3-4BR
w/updated roof, siding, NG furnace,
CA, electric, & more. Lrg. kitchen,
open dining/living, MF laundry, bar-
rier-free shower. Offered @ Live
& Online Auction 10/14. Contact
Jackie for details. (MLS #1568068)

INDEPENDENCE- SOLD! SPACIOUS 6BR, 2.5BA w/HUGE
yard & lots of storage! Huge MBr w/bath, repl. windows,
Newer roof, & Insulated, htd. & cooled garage. Listed
@$240k. Josh, Selling Agent.

GORGEOUS downtown

OSSEO- 360° VIEWS! Beautiful

BR, 2BA on 6.19A. Quality, cus-
tom-built amenities; FF laundry;
XL rooms; TONS of closets; &
. 1,920 sf, unfin. basement. 18x10

scaping. $379,000 Call Jeanne
for showings! (MLS #1 565866)

ARCADIA- IMPRESSIVE! Lrg. 5BR,
3BA close to Hwys 93 & 95.
Newer & well-maintained w/
walkout basement, dual heat,
Lrg. yard w/gorgeous patio |
area, & htd. 3-car. Lrg. 40x48
htd. shop w/water & electric.
$439,900 Contact Jamie for de-
tails. (MLS #1568192)

FOUNTAIN CITY- SOLD! SPORTSMAN’S PARADISE! 105+A
of ponds, streams, sloughs w/year-round waterfowl. Elabo-

Jacob, Sellmg Agent

1 on 9.82A w/detd. 30x42 garage
w/concrete & shop outback!

Middle McKenzie Lake w/other
: ,34 lakes & public land nearby. Incl.
== deer stand. $269,900 Call Nate
S for details. (MLS #1567599)

ARCADIA- SOLD! Almost SIX Acres w/Lrg. barn, 100x50
poleshed, feed lot & pasture, & tastefully remodeled 3BR
farmhouse-Move-in-Ready! Lots of options! $235,000
Jamie, Selling Agent.

INDEPENDENCE- GORGEOUS! Turn-
of-the-Century 5BR, 2.5BA w/
Stunning & Unique woodwork
throughout! Updated kitchen w/
SS appl.; Newer water htr.; Claw-
foot tub; TONS OF STORAGE, &
More! Detd. garage. Call Josh to-
day! $179,900 (MLS #1567449)

. tunity & not too far from town! $27,900 Jacob, Selling Agent

rate trail system w/deer sign. Incl. 2BR, 1.5BA. $670,000 =

71 SPOONER- COUNTRY! 3BR, 2BA = - . :

WHAT WE OFFER YOU AS A SELLER!

- Show You The Money! To get the most for your property, whether it be through the conventional listing method or by auction.
* No Stress! We take care of everything from listing through closing day.
+ Experts! We handle all types of properties—Farm, Vacant & Hunting Land, Homes- All types & All locations.

* GREAT Exposure!
*3D Virtual Tours- Give the Buyer a “Walk Thru”—
*Drone Photography- Show the Buyer the “Bigger” Picture—

No Cost to You!

*Facebook *Craig’s List (NEW!)

*Multiple Listing Service (MLS) *Well-Established Websites— NIC, Zillow, Realtor.com

Jackie Hanson

We Hope You’ll Consider Us.

NIC has a team of Realtors you can trust to handle your real estate needs!

No Cost to You!

in Your Future?

. a FREE

Call for Analy is!

Market

Jeanne Carlson

Jamie Back Jacob Lallemont Nate Obitz
715.797.0802 715.797.3332 608.863.3928 715.533.4444 651.249.4739
RESIDENTIAL
TREMPEALEAU- SOLD! RARE FIND- 2006, 3BR, 2.5BA w/
over a half acre in town! Incl. part. finished basement, Lrg.
attd. garage, & add’l. garage/shed. Convenient location. NORTHERNINVESTMENT co.
$230,000 Jamie, Selling Agent. “wlili
ARCADIA- MODERN UPDATES! H
4BR, 2BAw/1,908 sf, NEW hick- AUCTION GROUP

ory kitchen cabinets, bathroom,
& flooring. Also MF laundry; Fin.
basement; Lrg. backyard w/ce- §
ment pad; Newer roof & gutters;
& All appl. incld. $262,000 Ex-
plore it, Contact Jamie or Ja-
cob. (MLS #1568394)

ARCADIA- LOVE THE OUT-
DOORS? 56 +/- Acres w/great
opportunity  for  waterfowl,
deer, & fishing! Large open
areas; Some tillable; Con-
nects to public land. Off St.
Hwy. $325,000 Don't delay,
Call Jamie. (MLS #1568154)

TREMPEALEAU- SOLD! YOUR OWN CAMPGROUND! 2.9
Acres incl. She-Shed w/heat & battery/generator power.
Very quiet setting along a river w/fire pit. Incl. several old
bldgs. $89,900 Jamie, Selling Agent.

INDEPENDENCE- R-E-L-A-X! Park-like, 3-ACRE parcel is
open, level, & waiting for your plans! Surrounded by mature
trees w/owned water frontage to the peaceful Bugle Lake.
Embrace the small town atmosphere, Call Jacob today!
$75,000 (MLS #1563250)

BLACK RIVER FALLS- SOLD! GREAT LOCATION for home,
deer camp, or weekend getaway. 19+ Acres just mins. from
town on dead end rd. Hard & soft woods. Many options!
$99,900 Jackie, Selling Agent.

ARCADIA- SOLD! CONVENIENT recreation 5.38 Acres w/
woods & some open, tillable. Great hunting & trapping oppor-

INDEPENDENCE- RESIDENTIAL LOTS available in this New De-
velopment. Beautiful hillside setting w/2 cul-de-sac options.
Sizes range from single-family to duplex/twin home w/vary-
ing prices. Call Josh for details, 715.533.4114.

INVESTMENT

OSSEO- V. WELL-DESIGNED
Comm. Bldg. on 6.578
Acres w/incredible vis-
ibility parallel to 1-94!

2= BRAND NEW & features
FIVE 14’x14’ doors & 16’
ceilings; In-floor, NG heat
: zoned for 64x60, 48x60,

e : == & 24x48 (office) areas; &
Room for add’l. bldgs Some finishing needed. $1,500,000
Call Jeanne for details. (MLS #1567506)

ARCADIA- SOLD @ AUCTION! North Creek Bar-Duplex w/some
fire damage needing repair. Incl. VERY NICE 36x24 detd. ga-
rage w/cement floor. Josh, Selling Agent.

INDEPENDENCE- ATTRACTIVE & VISIBLE on main thorough-
fare ’thru town! 5,000 SF Comm. bldg. w/Large, open flr.
space w/window front, HUGE REDUCTION!

Irg. conference rm, offic-
es, kitchen, breakroom,
baths, AND plenty of
parking! Now $310,000 |
Contact Josh for all the |
details. (MLS #1565298)

BLAIR- SOLD @ AUCTION! Orig. Preston Town Hall w/
poleshed-type addition offering even more drive-in capa-
bilities w/main bldg. access. Three overhead doors- 12x8 &
2) 9x6. Jackie, Selling Agent.

Need to De-Clutter??

An Auction Is a Great Way To Qu:ckly Clean
House - Garage - Sheds - Barn & More!

Call One of Our Agents Today
& Discuss The Options!

SEPT26 K. ROGER GILBERT, BLAIR - ONLINE ONLY
Tractors, bobcat, mowers, ‘56 Chevy, antiques, tools
SEPT26 MERLIN RINDAHL ESTATE, ETTRICK - ONLINE ONLY
Tractors, machinery, antiques, primitives, ‘38 Chevy
SEPT 27 62 +/- ACRES, WOODVILLE - ONLINE ONLY
In 3 parcels: Parcel 1 w/3BR, outbldgs, 4 acres
SEPT 30 HUMMERS AUTO INVENTORY REDUCTION, ETTRICK
LIVE/ONLINE Payloader, excavator, sqg. bodies, trucks
0CT01 ROBERT & MARY RESHEL ESTATE, PITTSVILLE
Farm machinery, | & g, tools, antiques & household
0CT04 FARM AUCTION, GLENWOOD CITY - ONLINE ONLY,
OH 10/3 JD tractors, haying equip., farm, misc.
0CT10 OCTOBER CONSIGNMENT, ARCADIA
Farm & heavy equip., vehicles, lawn & garden
0CT11 GARY & GLORIA CROSSMAN, EAU CLAIRE
Woodworking eq., tools, guns, tractor, UTV, hh, antiques
0CT14 MARVIN & MARIE SCHUTTE, WITHEE - LIVE/ONLINE
Real Estate, 3+BR, 1.5+BA, 2-story
0CT14 MARVIN & MARIE SCHUTTE, WITHEE
Antiques, furniture, household
Dave Nehring  Josh Baecker Jamie Back  Jacob Lallemont
715.797.0253 715.533.4114 715.797.0802 608.863.3928
92 Years Handling
Farm, Real Estate & Household Sales!
1.866.219.4526

Northern Investment is owned and operated by the
Hansen Auction Group

View All Upcoming Auctions At:

HansenAuctionGroup.com

Hansen Auction Croup

HOW 10 BID

HANSENAUCTIONGROUP.COM

1. Visit our website at HANSENAUCTIONGROUP.COM
2. Click the auction in which you want to bid
3. Click “View Catalog and Bid”

4. Find the item you want to bid on and click “Register to Bid”
(or place bid if already signed in)

5. Fill out personal info to complete registration process
6. After registering, you will be able to bid on any item on the auction.
High bid on each item wins!
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